Forum: Week Eleven Discussion Question
Which profession do you believe is at greatest risk to contract COVID-19? Why? 
Police officers are at the greatest risk of contracting COVID-19 because they have increasingly been exposed to potential cases while in their line of duty. Many states and cities have put in place social distancing rules and other COVID-19 related guidelines that need to be enforced. Police officers are the primary officers charged with the responsibility of enforcing these orders. The process of enforcing these orders has increased the exposure rate of police officers hence making them the criminal justice officers who are at the greatest risk of contracting COVID-19. Police officers are often called upon to respond to many emergency services like 911 emergency calls. During these interactions, police officers are at risk of coming into contact with sick people hence contracting COVID-19. The number of operating police officers has been reduced hence the ones remaining have more work hence greater exposure. 
Which profession do you believe is at least risk to contract COVID-19? Why? 
Court officers are at the least risk of contracting COVID-19 in the criminal justice system. Court officers get into contact with arrested individuals for prosecution and court proceedings. However, these interactions can be controlled and managed according to social distancing guidelines. For instance, a court officer may decide to instruct strict social distancing guidelines in the court process so that no arrested individual comes close to the officers. Arrested individuals can be processed one by one to reduce the chances of overcrowding that can increase the exposure rate. Compared to police officers who are in the field, court officers who operate in-doors can easily control their interactions with arrested individuals while ensuring maximum protection between them. 
